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EACH YEAR,  
UNIVERSITY HEALTH CARE SYSTEM 
PARTICIPATES IN NUMEROUS 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 
INCLUDING COMMUNITY EVENTS; 
PREVENTION AND SCREENING 
PROGRAMS; SUPPORT GROUPS; AND 
FOUNDATION SPECIAL EVENTS.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 

Commission on Cancer Accreditation

University Hospital’s Cancer Services is 

proud to be accredited by the Commission 

on Cancer, a program of the American  

College of Surgeons.

Commission on Cancer accreditation is 

a voluntary commitment by a cancer 

program that ensures its patients have 

access to the full scope of services required 

to diagnose, treat, rehabilitate and support 

cancer patients and their families. A cancer 

program is able to continually evaluate its 

performance and take proactive, corrective 

actions when necessary.  This continuous 

evaluation reaffirms the commitment of the 

program to provide high-quality cancer care.
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National Accreditation Program  

for Breast Centers

University Hospital’s Breast Health Center 

has been accredited by the National Accredi-

tation Program for Breast Centers (NAPBC), 

a program administered by the American 

College of Surgeons. University has the first 

and longest-running nationally accredited 

breast health center in the region and is only 

the second one in the state to be honored 

with this recognition.

Accreditation by the NAPBC is only 

given to those centers that have voluntarily 

committed to provide the highest level of 

quality breast care and undergo a rigorous 

evaluation process and review of its 

performance. During the survey process, 

the center must demonstrate compliance 

with standards established by the NAPBC 

for treating women diagnosed with the full 

spectrum of breast disease.

Breast Imaging Center of Excellence 

University’s Breast Imaging Center has been 

designated a Center of Excellence by the 

American College of Radiology (ACR).

By awarding facilities the status of a Breast 

Imaging Center of Excellence, the ACR 

recognizes breast imaging centers that have 

earned accreditation in mammography, ste-

reotactic breast biopsy and breast ultrasound 

(including ultrasound-guided breast biopsy).

Peer-review evaluations, conducted in each 

breast imaging modality by board-certified 

physicians and medical physicists who are 

experts in the field, have determined that this 

facility has achieved high practice standards 

in image quality, personnel qualifications, 

facility equipment, quality control procedures 

and quality assurance programs.

The ACR is a national professional orga-

nization serving more than 36,000 diag-

nostic/interventional radiologists, radiation 

oncologists, nuclear medicine physicians and 

medical physicists with programs focusing on 

the practice of medical imaging and radiation 

oncology and the delivery of comprehensive 

health care services.
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ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL 
CANCER INSTITUTE, RICHMOND 
COUNTY RANKS AS ONE OF 
THE HIGHEST IN THE U.S. FOR 
DEATHS RELATED TO CANCER. 
IT IS ALSO IN THE HIGHEST 
PERCENTILE FOR INCIDENTS  
OF BREAST CANCER. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS &  

CORPORATE HEALTH FAIRS 

A Cancer Services representative is present at 

most events coordinated by the Community 

Relations department. Health fairs include 

general public and business and industry 

events.  Representatives distribute educational 

materials and screening guidelines for breast, 

cervical, skin colorectal and lung cancers. 

In 2018, there were more than 30 events 

attended by a cancer services representative, 

with more than 1,400 individuals served. 

Events included: 

• Savannah River Remediation

• Savannah River Nuclear Solutions

• Columbia County

• Harrisburg

• Macedonia Church

CANCER SCREENING PROGRAMS

4



• Brandon Wilde

• Plant Vogtle

• McCorkle Nurseries

• Riverfront YMCA

• Georgia Power

• Jefferson Energy

• Blanchard & Calhoun

• Delta

• Medac

Mobile Mammography Outcomes 

University’s Women’s Wellness on Wheels 

offers state-of-the-art digital screening mam-

mograms with certified mammography tech-

nologists. The mobile unit is fully accredited 

by the American College of Radiology and 

the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 

• 2018 mobile mammography (BHC)  

screening mammograms = 4,119

• number of cancers = 17

• 2018 number of free mobile screening 

mammograms (BHC) provided with  

financial assistance from University  

Health Care Foundation = 306

• number of cancers = 2

• 2018 BHI screening mammograms = 7,687

• number of cancers = 45

• 2018 total number of screening  

mammograms = 11,806

• 2018 total number of cancers = 62

The above information for mobile reflects 11 

months of screenings due to the mobile unit 

being in Ohio for repairs in July.

Low Dose CT Screenings 

University Hospital recommends yearly lung 

cancer screening with low-dose computed 

tomography (LDCT) for people who have a his-

tory of heavy smoking; smoke now or have quit 

within the past 15 years; and are between 55 

and 80 years old. Screening tests also can find 

lung cancer early, when treatment works best.

• 2018 number screened = 214

• Number of positive findings = 29

• Number of cancers diagnosed = 3 

 Stage 1 = 2,  Stage 2 = 1

THE UNIT TRAVELS 

TO BUSINESSES 

AND LOCATIONS 

THROUGHOUT 

THE CSRA PRO-

VIDING CONVE-

NIENT ACCESS 

FOR PATIENTS TO 

GET A SCREENING 

MAMMOGRAM.
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PREVENTION AND EDUCATION 



COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Free community classes provide improved 

access to education related to cancer 

prevention, detection and living with 

cancer. In September 2018, Prostate 

Cancer Awareness Month, Henry Goodwin, 

M.D., had the opportunity to provide a 

presentation on prostate cancer. There 

were 44 attendees and 22 men had PSA 

screenings, with 3 abnormal results.

Smoking Cessation Education

Smoking is by far the leading risk factor for 

lung cancer. In the early 20th century, lung 

cancer was much less common than some 

other types of cancer. This changed when 

manufactured cigarettes became readily 

available and more people began smoking. 

At least 80% of lung cancer deaths are 

thought to result from smoking. The risk for 

lung cancer among smokers is many times 

higher than among non-smokers.

The Fresh Start Smoking Cessation 

program, designed by the American Cancer 

Society, is offered by University to help 

smokers quit by treating smoking as a 

habit, chemical addiction and psychological 

dependency at the same time. This class is 

designed to help people give up all forms of 

tobacco. In 2018, there were 28 participants.

Breast Self-Exam class, now called  

Breast Awareness

This program is offered monthly to provide 

education opportunities to help detect 

cancer and is promoted through University’s 

online calendar and social media.

HENRY GOODWIN, M.D., 

SPEAKS TO A  

MEN’S GROUP ON 

PROSTATE HEALTH.
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SURVIVORSHIP PROGRAMMING 

As of January 2017, 15.5 million cancer 

survivors are living in the United States 

today. That number is expected to  

continue to increase thanks to better 

diagnostic tools and treatment options. 

It is important for survivors to arm 

themselves with the tools they need to 

maintain a healthy lifestyle.

Our Survivorship Coordinators connect 

cancer patients to important resources and 

help patients develop an individualized plan 

to deal with the long-term impacts of cancer 

treatment. The plan includes:

• Details of your cancer diagnosis  

 and treatment

• Names and contact information of your  

 treatment providers

CANCER SUPPORT & RESOURCES 
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• How to identify long-term and late effects  

 from treatment and symptoms of recurrence

• Recommendations for follow-up care

• Recommendations for a healthy lifestyle

• Identification of available resources

In 2018, 181 cancer survivors qualified for 

care plans. 

Livestrong YMCA Physician  

Referral Program

Livestrong is a physician referral program 

to encourage physical activity for cancer 

patients.  The program is 12 weeks, twice a 

week for 90 minutes.  It is free of charge to 

participants, and a free YMCA membership 

is provided. Sessions are led by fitness 

specialists trained in working with cancer 

survivors.   The program pilot was in 2011 

at the downtown branch and is currently 

available at seven branches across the CSRA.

In 2018, the total number of participants 

throughout the CSRA at seven YMCAs was 

67, with the total number who indicated they 

received care through University Hospital 

being 28.

• Breast:  22

• Ovarian: 1

• Colo/rectal:  1

• Prostate:  2

• Lymphoma:  1

• Lung: 1

Support Groups

The support services at University are a 

vital part of the healing process and increase 

opportunities for social support. 

• In 2018 BHC support groups and attendees  

 had a total of 190 attendees. 

 – Pink Pistols /Pink Magnolias (179) 

 – Washington Women (11) 

REPRESENTATIVES 

FROM THE 

LIVESTRONG 

YMCA PROGRAM 

PARTICIPATED IN 

THE 2018 MIRACLE 

MILE WALK.
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Foundation Special Events

• The 18th Annual Miracle Mile Walk  

 – Raised nearly $365,000 for  

  Breast Health Services for  

  underserved CSRA women

 – Funded 575 free mammograms and  

  ultrasounds, 2 cancers discovered

• Patchin-Weston Celebration and  

 Dennis Memorial Golf Tournament 

 – $160,108 raised to aid patient  

  financial hardships

• Jernigan Golf Tournament

 – $290,322 raised for cancer patients

 – A record number of teams participated

Sponsorships

• America Cancer Society Relay for Life  

 $5,500

• Zero – The End of Prostate Cancer walk  

 $750

Volunteer Services

• Provided $6,000 toward camisoles  

 for the Breast Health Center 

• Volunteer hours in Magnolias Boutique,  

 Breast Health Center and Breast Health  

 Imaging, Medical Oncology Office and  

 Patient Care Volunteers  = 425
18TH ANNUAL MIRACLE MILE WALK 

PHOTO BOOTH
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: 2018 MIRACLE MILE WALK, PATCHIN-WESTON CELEBRATION, VOUNTEER 

AT MAGNOLIAS BOUTIQUE



1350 Walton Way | Augusta, Georgia 30901 
706-722-9011 
www.universityhealth.org/cancer

6579-2019


